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XIII. An AbftraB of the Bills of Mortality 
in Bridge-Town in Barbados yfcr the Tears 
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XIV. 7&? Elements of a Short Hand, by 
Samuel Jeake Efqi* 

ReadMzy 26. A Succeffion of new Short-Hands pub- 
,7+8 ' XjL litocd without the Reafon of their 

Conftru&ion, having put me on forming a Method 
founded on Nature, the only Guide to Perfe&ion,, 
I fettled an Alphabet in the following Manner. 

Having 



[346] 

Having taken in a Book that lay by me a Para- 
graph as clear of the principal Idea of the Book as 
any I could find y confuting of near a thoufand Let- 
ters, I enumerated the Repetitions of each of them, 
and wrote them down /and thereby made the fol- 
lowing Table of the Number of Times each Letter 
was repeated in 1000. 'Tis true, it cannot be faid 
the Repetitions will be exactly the fame in every 
thoufand Letters that may be taken either in the 
fame Book or another; but whoever will enume- 
rate them will not find Difference enough to be of 
Confequence. 

The Table, 

a bcdefghiklmnop 
8l 20 23 45 99 18 18 f4 78 3 3<* 1 5 6683 IZ 
qrstuwxyz. 
o 50 61 95 50 2f o 23 1. 

After having made this Table, I conftder'd with 
myfelf, that there were in Nature no more than 
eight Ample Chandlers > four whereof are right, and 
the other four are crooked Lines. 

The four right Lines are firft the perpendicular 
Line I, and fecondly the Line of Level — ; which 
make the two Sides of a Square. Secondly the ob- 
lique Line / afcending from the left to right, and 
the oblique Line \ defcending from left to right, 
making the two Sides of the Rhomb ; which is the 
Figure of the Diamonds on the Cards. 

The four crooked Lines are only the Semicircle 
when the Diameter is either above or below it, or 
on the right or left Hand of it as, U O C J. 

4 All 
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All Chara&ers whatever muft be made up of thefe, 
and from their Compofition, which introduces Am- 
biguity of Signification, arifes the Difficulty of read- 
ing a Short Hand, which ufes the fimple Characters 
for fome Letters, and compound Characters for other 
Letters; or, which is as bad, for Words. 

This Difficulty, being unavoidable in a Short 
Hand of more than eight Letters, making it appear 
that 8 was the Number of Letters a fhort Hand 
ought not to exceed, I confidered it in the follow- 
ing Light. 

i. If a, e> i, o, and the Afpirate h, be fupprefs'd, 
there will be 19 Letters only remaining to be 
reprefented by 8 Marks. 

2. If csxzy -which have a Sound much alike, be 
reprefented by one Character, tilers' will remain 
15- Letters to be reprefented by the other 7 
Marks. 

■3. If cgkq, which have a Sound not very different, 
be represented by one Character, there will re- 
main 1 2 Letters to be reprefented by 6 Marks. 

4. libpfbt reprefented by one Mark, there will 
remain o Letters to be reprefented by 5 Marks. 

5. If dt be reprefented by one Mark, only 7 Let- 
ters remain to be reprefented by 4 Marks. 

<5. If lr be reprefented by -one -Mark, only f Let- 
ters remain to be reprefented by 3 Marks. 

7. If m, n, are repfefented by one Mark, -only 3 
Letters remain to -be reprefented; by %. Matks. 

8. If u,w, are reprefented by one Mark, there will 
remain one Mark to reprefent jy the only Letter 
hitherto unmentioned. 

Writing 
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Writing with Suppreffion of the Vowels hath 
been always admitted into fhort Hands of all forts, 
becaufe the Confonants are look'd upon as radical 
Letters, which indeed they ought to be. I fhall 
fupprete b, as being not radical. 

All fhort Hands are fubjecl: to Ambiguity; for 
there being but 8 Marks to reprefent 24 Letters j 
and rhofe 8 being ufed for 8 of them in the Short 
Hand Alphabets, the other Letters muft be described 
by Characters compounded of thefe 8. 

The ranging of the Letters into ClafTes, as is 
dene here, will hardly introduce a greater Ambi- 
guity than all fhort Hands are fubjeft to. So that 
this Method cannot be reckoned more puzzling to 
a Reader than any of the reft. 

1. The Repetitions of d being 45, and of? <>$•, 
amount to 140, for the Repetition of this Clafs. 

2. The Repetitions of /, being 36, and r fo, 
amount to 8<s, for the Repetition of this Clafs. 

3. The Repetitions of m, being 15, and n 66, 
amount to 86, for the Repetition of the third Clafs. 

4. The Repetitions of u, being yo, and of w 
if, give 75, for the Repetition of the fourth Clafs. 

5. The Repetitions of c, when of the Nature of 
s, being about half its Number in the Table, may- 
be reckoned 10, thofc of j (Si, thofe of at o, and 
thofe of z 1, give 72, for the Repetitions of the 
fifth. 

6. The Repetitions of b f being 20, of/ 18, and 
of p 12, give fo, for the Repetitions of the jftxth 
Clais. 
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j. The Repetitions of c before a t a, u, being 
about 13, ofg 18, of k 3, and of q o, give 34, for 
the Repetition of the 7th Clafs. 

8. The Repetition of/, being 23, gives 23 for 
the Repetition of the 8th Oafs. 

By a little Reflection it will appear, that the 
Marks applicable to thefe ClalTes are in fome mea- 
fure determin'd. For a right Line taking up lefs 
Time than a crooked Line in its Defcription, it is 
plain the four firft ClalTes muft be referred to the 
four right Lines 5 and the four circular Parts to 
the remaining four laft ClalTes. 

But the right Lines are indifferent to all the firft 
four ClalTes, and the circular Parts to the four laft 
Claffcs, for the Reafon juft mentioned. So that fo 
much as relates to the fixing the particular right 
Line to reprefent the particular Clafs, is at the Li- 
berty of the Inventor of a Short -Hand, to adjuft 
agreeable to his own Fancy : And the fame is true 
of the circular Parts. Thus any one may per- 
ceive how far the Fancy of a Short-Hand Maker h 
properly bounded or at Liberty. 

I mail take notice of one fhortening Rule; which 
is that of increafing the Dimenfions of a Line, when 
the Letter muft be repeated fucceflively } as in Man, 
rare, and the like Cafes. This is a good Rule of 
Mr. Wefton. 

An Alphabet according to the Clajfes. 
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A Traffife on the Lord's Trajer. 

lUlL/jjyaqcLt Lt^L^y-Zc ?yL 7 
L^2^L'2.l<^ f ^/Z_y 1 <^~ 021-7 L \ 



Which being exprefled in Letters of the common 
Alphabet, will certainly convince the Reader how 
cafily a Language may be read, tho' the Vowels arc 
omitted, e ♦ g. 

ur ftr vie rt n vn } livid b ty nm, ty kndm cm, ty i»ll b dn n rt 

s t s n vn, 
gv t ts dy ur dly brd> ndfrgv t ur dts, $ vjfrgv ur dtrs, nd Id s nt 

tit tmpttn, bt 
dlvfi s frm vl } fr tn s t hndm, tpwr, nd t gky, fr vr nd vr, mn. 

As to the Introduction of Marks for reprefenting 
Words in a Short Hand, I mail not now fay any 
thing more about it, than that all Short-Hands, this 
as well as any other, is equally fufceptible of them. 

The Advantages of this Short-Hand in the State 
exhibited, when perfectly learned, fo as to be wrote 
readily, will appear to be, 

1. That, by Suppreflion of aeioh, or -££-5, only 
-/- of the Time of writing ordinary Long-Hand is 
necefiary to write this. 

2. That the fimple Strokes reprefenting the Con- 
fonants, not taking up above half the Time of 
writing the Confonants, only half* of T 6 b , or 7 % of 
the Time of any thing wrote in Long-Hand is ne- 
ceflary for writing this, 

3 
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3- Right Lines not taking up more than | of the 
Time of Defcription of crooked Lines, as the Dia- 
meter is -| of the Scmiperiphcry, it appears, if only 
right Lines were ufed, there T ^ would be reduced 
to T ^, by the Subtra&ion of ^ of JL. But, becaufc 
the Number of right Lines, all things confider'd, 
mould not be reckon'd but about double the Num- 
ber of crooked ones, only \ of J- can be taken 
from the 1% -, that is to fay, the 1 imc taken up in 
writing this Hand will be ^ — -fe = •/- of the Time 
taken up in writing of the common Long-Hand, or 
or lefs than the £ of the Time. 

As I have (hewn all the Principles on which 
Short-Hands can be conftrutted to Advantage, I have 
no need to compare this with any other ; becaufe 1 
have enabled every Reader to judge of them, by 
(hewing within what Limits all Improvements are 
bounded. 



XV. An Accoimt of a Treatife by Wm. 
Brownrigg M.D. F.R.S. intituled \ "The 
" Art of making common Salt, as now 
" praclifed in moft Parts of the World ; 
" with feveral Improvements propofed in 
" that Art, for the Ufe of the Britijh Do- 
" minions j" abflraSied by W. Watfon 
F. R. S. 

Gentlemen, 
Read June is-TTRECElVED your Commands to lay 
1748. J^ before you an Extract of our worthy 

Brother Dr. Broianrig^s Bookj which, though at 

Z z 2, all 



